
Sermon for Sunday 6th October 

The Readings: 2 Timothy 1:1-14, Luke 17:5-10 

Ecclesiastes 3:2-8 

    a time to be born and a time to die, 

    a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
3     a time to kill and a time to heal, 

    a time to tear down and a time to build, 
4     a time to weep and a time to laugh, 

    a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
 Timothy 1.1-14    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
6     a time to search and a time to give up, 

    a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
7     a time to tear and a time to mend, 

    a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
8     a time to love and a time to hate, 

    a time for war and a time for peace. 

There are times and seasons for us all and, as John has said before, everything is not always rosy. There are 

times when we weep and times when we tear down or times when we mourn. So here we come to the 

Israelites who have been taken captive to a strange land. If you are as old as me you may remember a 

Boney M song but the song did not show the depth of despair of the people who were in a strange land and 

could not sing songs of joy or songs of the Lord there. Sometimes we feel that we can not sing songs of joy 

or songs of the Lord because we find ourselves in a strange land, a strange season of life / a time to weep 

instead of laugh, a time to mourn instead of a time to dance. In light of this idea I have a couple of 

questions for us this morning.  

1. Can we sing the songs of the Lord in a strange land? 

2. How can we remain in Jesus when our circumstances  are not as we would choose.  

What about Paul? Paul was adamant that the Christians were wrong and was party to the mistreatment of 

them Acts 7:58 The witnesses at the stoning of Stephen laid their coats at the feet of a young man names 

Saul. He met Jesus on the road to Damascus and his life was changed. He became a great preacher for the 

living Jesus and for the gospel which was not always easy. He travelled a lot, he once got bitten by a snake 

and then healed, he had to stand up to very strong powers and authorities and he was imprisoned. Scholars 

believe that he was released from prison the first time and went back to preaching the gospel but by the 

time he was writing Second Timothy he was in prison again and awaiting his execution. 

Just imagine being him for a moment. Of course we can only imagine being him from our point of view but 

how would we feel? Hadn’t we done what Jesus asked us? Hadn’t we made every effort to atone for the 

past? Hadn’t we been working on the side of right? ….The questions could keep coming but let’s look again 

at what he is writing to Timothy. 

Read verses 1,2, 

“An apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God” he still recognises the sovereignty of God over his life and he 

has not lost sight of that. 



“Grace, mercy and peace…” he can still wish good on others despite his own circumstances.  

Timothy was one of his students learning about Jesus who then travelled with him and eventually took on a 

role of his own. Paul knew him very well and so the next part of this reading today is Paul remembering 

Timothy and Timothy’s faith.  

What more do we know about Timothy? He seems to be a bit timid but he seems to be steadfast. I have 

come across people in churches who are shy and quiet and think that they do not have much to offer 

because of this but Jesus in them can do many great things they just have to let him work through them. 

This is the point Paul is making here about Timothy when he talks about the gift of God. He is talking about 

God’s Spirit in us which does not make us timid but gives power, love and self-discipline. These may not 

always look like our definition of these attributes but when we consider carefully we can see them in the 

actions of a person. (Mother Teresa in her care of the poor, just to mention one.) 

So here was Paul writing to Timothy …. Where was Timothy? Ephesus. What was happening there? There 

had been a great response to the preaching of the gospel by Paul but now there were those who were 

changing the message and taking away the teaching they had received at first. Also outside the church 

there was persecution of those who believed, but Paul wants Timothy to know that the spirit does not 

make us timid, but gives power, love and self-discipline.  

Read on here through verses 8,9,10 and 11.  

So as a servant of the Lord Paul has been serving but how would you describe the tone of this passage 

today? 

Scared? No 

Abandoned? No 

Disappointed? No 

Defeated? No 

Ashamed? No 

Hopeless? Definitely not.  

There is a tone of encouragement for Timothy to keep on with the work of the Lord and for us too from this 

living word which speaks to us today as much as it spoke to those in the past. 

There is a tone of hope in the future not on this world but in God’s heaven on that day.  

One of the bible verses that has haunted me for the whole of my Christian life is this one at verse 12  

“For I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I’ve committed 

unto Him until that day.” 

Paul does not say “what” I have believed he says “whom” - a person he knew by direct acquaintance – a 

relationship. As a result of this personal acquaintance with Christ he had a serene confidence concerning 

the well-being of his soul, which nothing in time or eternity could overthrow. Not even when he was faced 

by death.  



When we know “whom we have believed” because we have learned of him, we have spoken to him and we 

have seen his footsteps in our lives at every turn so that when we look back we can say “God was in that 

meeting “or that choice or that event which made my life different. When we hear him in times of deep 

distress saying “I see you” when we realise he has known us since the beginning Ps 139:13 For you created 

my inmost being; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

We are just at the beginning of the road to knowing Him. We all need to keep working on and encourging 

each other in our relationship with God so we can say in the end all  

“For I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I’ve committed 

unto Him until that day.” 

Today’s reading from Luke, at first, is something we find hard to understand but in light of this story … the 

story of Paul a servant of the Lord still praising and encouraging others, still carrying on the work given to 

him until the end maybe we begin to see that the servant is us and the Master is the Lord and that we have 

work to do for him until the end of our time here. I don’t think there is time for sitting on our laurels or for 

retirement because we are here to serve the King and that fulfils our purpose. This servant had various 

roles ploughing, looking after sheep, preparing the supper and waiting at the table. Perhaps in the span of 

our lives our roles change from time to time but all the evidence in today’s readings suggests that the 

service does not disappear.  

I am reading a book just now which is an account of the Thief on the cross beside Jesus. Of course it is 

imaginary but it is interesting as it leads us through trusting in Jesus and understanding what that is about 

even in the light of hanging on a cross beside him. One sentence struck me form this “Trusting Jesus is 

never a passport to a pain free life. That’s not His promise. Heaven is.” 

No crying, no pain, no suffering, no death. 

Something Paul had understood for himself  

1. Can we sing the songs of the Lord in a strange land? 

Yes because our circumstances do not change the underlying principle that  “God so loved the world 

that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

2. How can we remain in Jesus when our circumstances  are not as we would choose.  

To remain we need to know whom we have believed and that is a life long journey of reading, listening and 

discussing, praying and speaking and looking for him in the times and seasons of our lives. So that in the 

end we can say with Paul “I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep that 

which I’ve committed unto Him until that day.” 
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